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MEDICAL PROGRESS. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Second ; ' 


} 
é 


Annual Meeting of the Kentucky State Me- ; 
dical Society.—The second annual meeting’ 
of this Society, was held in Louisville, on the 


20th day of October, 1852, the President, appoin 
1. Dr. Bell presented to the Society a form 


Dr. W. L. Sutton, in the chair. 
The roll having been called, a number 
of candidates for membership were’ pro-: 
posed. 
After transacting some unimportant busi- 
ness, the Society took a recess until 3 


o’clock. 
30 clock, P.M.’ 


The Society met pursuant to adjourn-} ¢ 


ment, the President in the chair. 
Forty-five members were elected. 
Dr. Breckenridge, on the mode of pro- 


‘ceedings, reported. 
Upon motion of Dr. L. P. Yandell, Dre.; ” 


Ind., were invited to take part in the pro- 
ceedings. 

*On.motion of Dr. Raphael, a Committee 
2 wee named to draft.a set.of by-laws for the 
Society, to report to-morrow. 
i Dra. Raphael, Dudley, and. Drane were 


for a Case-Book, drawn up by the Presi- 
‘dent, which he wisbed to refer to a commit- 
tee to report upon. 
Drs. Bell, Foree, and Chipley were: ap- 
pointed. 
i Upon motion of Dr, Bell, the order of pro- 
ing was so far modified as to permit Dr. 
lipley, Chairmen of the: Committee on 
Statistics, to read his report. 


320n motion of Dr. Evans, it was received, 


again to the Committee on Publica- 


On motion of Dr. Gross, the Society ad- 





Clapp, Leonard, and Steele, of New Albany, 


to:74 o'clock. 
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2 MEDICAL PROGRESS. 


Night Session. 


The Society met according to adjourn- 
ment. 

Several new members were elected. 

Dr. Chipley nominated Dr. Elisha Bart- 
lett of New York, Dr. Gross nominated Dr. 
Drake of Cincinnati, and Dr. Yandell nomi- 
nated Dr. Deadrick of Tennessee, as honor- 
ary members of this Society, which nomi- 
nations were concurred in. 

Dr. Miller offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were ordered to be laid over 
until to-morrow :— 

Resolved, That the members of this So- 
ciety will faithfully comply with the regula- 
tions of the registration law passed at the 
last Session of the Kentucky Legislature, 
and do what they can to have it complied 
with throughout the State. 

On motion of Dr. Bell, an invitation was 
extended to Dr. Charles Caldwell, to visit 
the Society during its sittings, and partici- 
pate in its deliberations. 

The President, Dr. Sutton, read his annual 
address, which was received and referred to 
the Committee on Publication. 

The Society then adjourned to 10 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


Second Day's Proceedings. 


The Society met and was called to order 
by the President, the minutes of yesterday 
were read and adopted. 

Dr. Gross moved the appointment of the 
following committees, to report at the next 
annual meeting of the Society, or as soon 
thereafter as practicable :— 

1. On Medical Biography, or the lives 
of meritorious or distinguished Physicians 
and Surgeons of Kentucky. 

2. On Medical Literature, or the His- 
tory of the Medical Authorship of Ken- 
tucky. 

3. On the Relations between Diseases 
and Peculiar Geological Formations. 

4. On the Statistics of Hernia. 

5. On the Statistics of Lithotomy and 
Calculous Diseases. 

6. On thé History and Mode of Manage- 
ment of Hospitals, Asylums, Infirmaries, 
Penitentiaries, and Prisons. 

7. On Suits for Mal-Practice. 

8. On the Results of Surgical Opera- 
tions in Malignant Diseases. 

9. On Epidemic Erysipelas. 

10. On Epidemic Dysentery. 

11. On Typhoid Fever. 





12. On Placenta Previa. 

13. On the Statistics of Remedies in 
Diseases. 

On motion of Dr. Gross, Dr. Drake, of 
Cincinnati, was invited to take part in the 
deliberations of the Society. 

Dr. Thompson, on behalf of the Physi- 
cians of Louisville, invited the Society to 
partake of a festal supper at the Louisville 
Hotel, on to-morrow night. 

The Society, on motion, proceeded ta 
ballot for officers. A number of gentlemen 
were put in nomination, and after several 
ballotings, Dr. Chipley, of Lexington, was 
elected President. 

Dr. Peters moved that a committee con- 
sisting of one member from each county 
represented, and one from the city of Louis- 
ville, be appointed to nominate candidates 
to fill the remaining offices, which was 
adopted. 

Dr. Gross moved that the reports of 
Standing Committees be made in the order 
in which they are reported in the proceed- 
ings of the first annual meeting. 

The following committees failed to make 
their annual reports, viz. :— 

The Committee on Arrangements, the 
Committee on Practical Medicine, the Com- 
mittee on Improvements in Pharmacy, and 
the Committee of Public Hygiéne. 

Dr. Evans, Chairman of the Committee 
on Ethics, read his report, which was re- 
ceived and referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 

The Society then adjourned to 3 o'clock, 
P. M. 


Evening Session. 


The Society met according to adjourn- 
ment, and was called to order by the Presi- 
dent. 

The Nominating Committee made the 
following report :— 

They nominate the following gentlemen 
to fill the offices attached to their names. 
For Senior Vice-President, Dr. E. C. Drane, 
of New Castle; for Junior Vice-President, 
Dr. A. Evans, of Covington; for Recording 
Secretary, Dr. Snead, of Frankfort; for 
Corresponding Secretary, Dr. Breckenridge, 
of Louisville ; for Librarian, Dr. B. Monroe, 
of Frankfort; on Publications, Drs. Bell, 
Ronald, and Foree, of Louisville; the re- 
port was received and committee discharged. 

The Society then proceeded to ballot for 
Senior Vice-President. Dr. Drane, having 
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received @ majority of all the votes cast, was 
declared duly elected; Dr. Knight was 
elected Junior Vice-President ; Dr. Snead, 
Recording Secretary; Dr. Breckenridge, 
Corresponding Secretary ; B. Monroe, Li- 
brarian ; and Drs. Bell, Foree, and Ronald, 
the Publication Committee. 

Dr. Miller, Chairman of the Committee 
on Obstetrics, then read his annual report, 
which was received and referred to the 
Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Sutton, Chairman of the Committee 
on Registration, read the annual report, 
which was received and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publication. 

The Society then adjourned to half-past 
seven, P.M. 

74 o’clock, P. M. 

The Society met according to adjourn- 
ment, and after being called to order by the 
President, proceeded to the election of 
members. 

Dr. Wible offered the following preamble 
and resolution, which were adopted :— 


Whereas, Physicians are frequently called 


on to give evidence in courts of justice, to 
make post-mortem examinations, and insti- 
tute investigations in cases of poisoning, ser- 
vices of a strictly professional character, re- 
quiring expense, time, and labour on the 
part of the physician ; and, whereas, these 
services are often of great importance to the 
welfare of society, and as physicians ought 
not to be expected to perform these without 
remuneration, it is the opinion of the Ken- 
tucky State Medical Society that the inte- 
rests of humanity demand that laws be en- 
acted which will properly secure these ser- 
vices when required by coroners, and other 
officers of the law. Therefore, it is re- 
solved that acommittee of three be appoint- 
ed to prepare a report to be read at the next 
annual meeting of this Society, on the sub- 
ject presented in the foregoing preamble. 

Dr. Darby, Chairman of the Committee 
on Epidemics, read the annual report, which 
was received and properly referred. 

The Society, by a vote, decided upon 
Lexington as the place for holding the next 
annual meeting. The Society then adjourned 
till to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 


Third Day's Proceedings. 


The Society met at 100’clock A. M., and 
was called to order by the President. 

Dr. Gross’s resolutions, offered yesterday, 
were brought up and adopted. 








A set of by-laws was adopted. 

Dr. Gross, Chairman on Improvements 
in Surgery, made his annual report, which 
was received and referred to the Committee 
on Publication. 

Dr. Spillman, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Improvements in Pharmacy, also re- 
ported, which report was referred to the 
same committee. 

Dr. Spillman, in connection with the 
above report, offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were adopted :— 


Resolved, That this Society regard the 
cultivation of our own botany as essential to 
a full development of our professional re- 
sources, and to a more successful practice 
of our art. 


Resolved, That the profession throughout 
the State, and the members of this Society 
particularly, be requested to give special at- 
tention to this subject, and, by cultivating 
the field of observation and research, in con- 
nection with the unexplored regions of vege- 
table nature within our own limits, ascertain 
to what extent the demand of the healing 
art can be supplied at home. 


Resolved, That any physician discovering 
a new remedy, or a new property in one al- 
ready known, or any information touching 
the medical botany of our State, that can be 
rendered practically available, be requested 
to communicate such information to the 
Chairman of the Committee on Indigenous 
Botany. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Publi- 
cation, at as early a day as practicable, by a 
brief circular or otherwise, communicate the 
objects embraced in these resolutions to the 
profession throughout the State; giving the 
name and location of the Chairman of the 
Committee on Indigenous Botany, and ear- 
nestly requesting contributions. 

The President announced the following 
Standing Committees :— 

Committee of Arrangements, Dr. Darby, 
of Lexington. 

Committee on Practical Medicine, Dr. 
Foree, of Louisville. 

Committee on Pharmacy, Dr. Silliman, 
of Louisville. 

Committee on Vital Statistics, Dr. Sut- 
ton, of Georgetown. 

Committee on Obstetrics, Dr. Powell, of 
Louisville. 

Committee on Medical Ethics, Dr. Hew- 
ett, of Louisville. 
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Committee on Public Hygiéne, Dr. Bell, 
of Louisville. 

Committee on Epidemics, Dr. Bullitt, of 
Louisville. 

Committee on Surgery, Dr. Flint, of 
Louisville. 

Committee on Indigenous Botany, Dr. 
Emmett, of Pike County. 

Committee on Finance, Dr. Letcher, of 
Jessamine County, and also the following 
special committees :— 

1. On Medical Biography, or the lives of 
meritorious or distinguished physicians and 
surgeons of Kentucky, Dr. Breckenridge, of 
Louisville. 

2. On Medical Literature, or the History 
of the Medical Authorship of Kentucky, 
Prof. L. P. Yandell, of Louisville. 

3. On the relation between Diseases and 
Particular Geological Formations, Dr. Peter, 
of Lexington. 

4. On the Statistics of Hernia, Dr. S. B. 
Richardson, of Louisville. 

5. On the Statistics of Lithotomy and 
Calculous Diseases, Dr. Gross, of Louis- 
ville. 

6. On the History and mode of Manage- 
ment of Hospitals, Dr. Raphael, of Louis- 
ville; do. of Penitentiaries and Prisons, Dr. 
W. C. Snead, of Frankfort. 

7. On Suita for Mal-Practice, Dr. Spill- 
man, of Harrodsburg. 

8. On the Results of Surgical Operations 
in Malignant Diseases, Dr. Colescott, of 
Louisville. 

9. On Epidemic Erysipelas, Dr. Owens, 
of Henry County. 

10. On Epidemic Dysentery, Dr. Hynes, 
of Bardstown. 

11. On Typhoid Fever, Dr. Fry, of 
Louisville. 

12. On Placenta Previa, Dr. Miller, of 
Louisville. 

13. On the Statistics of Remedies in Dis- 
ease, Dr. Louis Rogers, of Louisville. 

Dr. Sutton offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted, and the same, with 
Dr. Wible’s resolution of yesterday, were 
referred to a special committee, Dr. Wible, 
Chairman, with the privilege of adding such 
other members as he may wish :— 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
to consider whether any, and if any, what 
measures can be brought into requisition, 
to lessen the heavy burthen of pauper prac- 
tice, and report at the next annual meeting 
of this Society. 
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Dr. Thompson, Chairman of Committee 
on Finance, presented a report. 

Dr. Bell, Chairman of Committee on Case- 
Book, made a report, which was received 
and referred to Committee on Publications. 

The Society elected the following gentle- 
men as delegates to the National Medical 
Society :— 

Dr. W. S. Chipley, of Lexington; Dr. 
Freeman, of Oldham County; Dr. W. C. 
Snead, of Frankfort; Dr. B. J. Raphael, of 
Louisville; Dr. T. S. Bell, of Louisville ; 
Dr. Gore, of Bloomfield; Dr. Breckenridge, 
of Louisville ; Dr. T. J. Moore, of Harrods- 
burg; Dr. Wible, of Louisville; Dr. John 
Hardin, of Louisville, and Dr. Hewett, of 
Louisville. 

The Society then went into the election 
of Honorary Members, when the following 
gentlemen were unanimously elected: Dr. 
D. Drake, of Cincinnati; Dr. Deadrick, of 
Tennessee ; and Dr. Elisha Bartlett, of New 
York. 

On motion of Dr. Jacobs, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society 
be tendered the officers for the faithful, able, 
and impartial manner in which they have 
discharged their respective duties, and then 
the Society adjourned. 

W. S. CHIPLEY, President. 
W. C.SNEAD, Recording Secretary. 


SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. 


Homeopathic Hospital Statistics. By W. 
T. Garrpner, M.D., Pathologist and As- 
sistant to the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh. 
—I am tempted to publish some notes on 
the subject of homeopathic hospital statis- 
tics, which were prepared by me six years 
ago for my own satisfaction, and which give, 
I think, a clearer view of the character of 
these mendacious documents than anything 
yet published. Toone practically acquaint- 
ef'with the mechanism of hospital statistics, 
the following arguments will appear super- 
fluous ; and, indeed, I should consider them 
unworthy of publication, were it not appa- 
rent that many minds have been stunned 
and confused by the circumstantial character 
of the evidence so assiduously kept before 
the eyes of the public by the professors of 
quackery, and backed by the indiscreet con- 
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cessions of some of the avowed friends of { quirements of science likely to be scrutinized 


science. Homeopathy has, in fact, found 
out the soft side of the present age, and, in 
working up its delusive ‘‘ experience”’ into 
the form of statistical statements, has ap- 
plied itself with great dexterity to meet the 
requirements of that inductive and numerical 
method which so largely prevails, and is 
often so blindly followed in our science. 
There are still too many cultivators of medi- 
cine in all its departments, who ‘‘ strain at 
a gnat,”’ in the shape of what they call spe- 
culation or theory, but are ready to swallow 
any amount of doctrine which professes to 
be founded simply on facts ; and there are 
not a few, with whom, especially in thera- 
peutics, a neatly elaborated statistical docu- 
ment is at all times sufficient to outweigh 
the principles and experience of centuries, if 
Not written in hundreds, and tens, and units. 
For my own part, I am convinced that a 
blunder or a lie is no whit less untrue when 
repeated a thousandfold, mixed up with a 
questionable amount of truth, and published 
in a heterogeneous mass of statistics, than 
if it had been placed before the world in an 
isolated form. If good faith, sound judg- 
ment, and mature experience, be not at the 
root of an appeal to my convictions, the mere 
accumulation of instances, and their appa- 
rently exact statement in numbers, appears 
to me only the statement of cumulative error, 
in which the bias, the blunders, the dis- 
honesty of the recorder may be assumed to 
be concealed by the difficulty of removing 
the rubbish he has collected around them. 
It is enough, with respect to homeopathic 
statistics, to know that they are collected by 
a few obscure hospital physicians, from 
cases selected, named, and treated without 
control, with the single object of procuring 
facts in aid of a preconceived therapeutical 
dogma, and with the knowledge that the 
organs of quackery are prepared to carry the 
results all over Europe to the public ear 
as an indubitable triumph. Suppose Dr. 
Fleischmann, for instance, to have selected 
and written down his cases under the same 
curious views of scientific morality which 
dictated the following appeal to ignorance 
against science, by a “regular and well- 
educated (homeeopathic) physician :’’ ‘‘Com- 
mon sense is quite competent to decide 
which of two systems of treatment is the 
best; that which has the greatest number of 
recoveries or that which has not.’’ Are the 
facts collected under this view of the re- 





with the scepticism and judicial impartiality 
necessary, even in an honest mind, to pro- 
duce a correct result? Or are we not rather 
justified in ascribing, @ priori, to statements 
so collected and so guaranteed, the errors 
and vices of the most unscrupulous partizan- 
ship? The ‘‘ facts’’ of Professor Holloway 
are attested by more impartial witnesses ; 
the balance-sheet of Mr. Hudson had a far 
greater appearance of numerical exactness. 

Let us assume, however, for a moment, 
that the “ facts’’ of these boasted statistics 
are entitled to be received within the domain 
of science, and to be subjected to its ordi- 
nary processes of analysis. Let us make, 
for the sake of argument, the enormous con- 
cession, that the framers of homeopathic 
statistics, unlike all other crotchet-mongers, 
have proceeded with judicial impartiality 
and unerring accuracy in the naming of their 
cases, and have entirely avoided the temp- 
tations to ‘‘ make things pleasant”’ by apply- 
ing the most formidable names in the noso- 
logy to comparatively slight diseases. Let 
us admit that the deaths, admissions, etc., 
are correctly stated as to numbers; that 
every patient recorded as cured went forth 
rejoicing into society without a trace of his 
disorder remaining ; and, in short, that the 
whole statement is constructed as if it had 
never occurred to Dr. Fleischmann and his 
coadjutors, any more than to an ordinary 
hospital physician, that the stability of his 
system depended upon the results he could 
show to the public and tohis government ; 
after all these admissions, what is the real 
scientific result of the homeopathic statis- 
tics? Ido not hesitate to declare it to be 
my belief, after careful consideration of the 
subject, that the ratio of mortality, under 
the circumstances narrated, is enormously 
high. Toprove my position, let me request 
your readers to follow me into a few details, 
which I venture to promise will be found 
easy to follow and to apply, and consequent- 
ly equally easy, if erroneously applied, to 
confute. 

The statistical homa@opaths are clamorous 
in their demands for a comparison between 
the results of homeopathic and what they 
insultingly nickname allopathic hospitals. 
They point triumphantly to the contrast be- 
tween Dr. Fleischmann’s Hospital, at Vien- 
na, conducted on their principles, and the 
general hospital of the same city, in which 
the ordinary treatment of disease, diversified 
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to some extent by Dr. Skoda’s do-nothing 
system, is supreme. The disingenuousness 
of this comparison is of a piece with that of the 
appeal to public ignorance against the con- 
clusions of science to which I have alluded 
in a former part of this communication. 
Every one familiar with the routine of hos- 
pitals knows well, that a large, well-known, 
and accessible institution, such as the recog- 
nized general hospital of a metropolis, will 
inevitably attract into its wards the most 
desperate, the most poverty-stricken, the 
most abandoned and forlorn cases to be 
found within its range, and will, by the very 
fact of withdrawing these, tend to improve 
the mortality-list of other smaller and less 
central institutions. The Hotel Dieu at 
Paris, the Santo Spirito at Rome, Guy's, 
and others in London, attain in this way a 
high ratio of mortality, simply by the fact, 
that these are the popular hospitals of their 
respective districts. Indeed, their influence 
is often felt in this respect far beyond the 
limits of the town in which they are placed. 
There is not a shadow of a doubt that the 
principal hospitals of London, Birmingham, 
Liverpool, Manchester, Edinburgh, and 
Glasgow absorb, so to speak, a large portion 
of the mortality of multitudes of provincial 
hospitals all over this kingdom. Compare, 
for instance, the average mortality of thirty 
provincial hospitals in England (4.46) with 
that of fourteen taken indiscriminately from 
London and some of the considerable towns 
(7.79).* The difference here, though nearly 
75 per cent., is not by any means so great as 
might legitimately be shown, as many of the 
towns enumerated in the second list are, to 
some extent, under the protective influence 
of still more populous communities and more 
frequented hospitals. Thus, Addenbrooke 
Hospital, Cambridge, has a mortality of 2.4 
per cent.; Canterbury, 2.0; Exeter, 3.2, 
&c.; while the great hospitals of London, 
Manchester, Edinburgh, Glasgow, vary be- 
tween 5 and 12 per cent. of ordinary mor- 
tality. 

If I were to give a formula for the ar- 
rangements of an hospital designed to ex- 
hibit a low rate of mortality, it would be 
this: Choose your site well; let it be not 
in, but near, a large city having already hos- 
pital accommodation on a prodigious scale, 


* Statistics of Civil poe ge 44 Thomson, os e 
Medical and Surgical Journal, 1843, Vol. LX. The 
succeeding calculations in this paragraph are from 

.the same paper. 








well known to the poorest classes of the 
community, and adapted to their wants; let 
the distance from the centre be such (say 
three miles) as will keep back the extremely 
abject and the dangerously diseased, either 
through want of knowledge of your institu- 
tion, or want of power to reach it; let the 
arrangements be so perfect as to contrast 
favourably with the older hospitals, and to 
attract the valetudinarians, whose illnesses 
and means permit them to avail themselves 
of its superior accommodation ; and, finally, 
let some special practice be pursued, in order 
to enlist the sympathiesof rich or idle dilet- 
tanti, who will know how to fill your wards 
with the sort of cases suitable for your expe- 
riment. Thisis precisely the picture of the 
Vienna Homeopathic Hospital, which has 
the amazing effrontery to call upon us to 
compare its peddling experiments with the 
great labours of pure beneficence, of which 
general hospitals of this and other countries 
furnish examples. Such experiments, of 
which the means are human sufferings and 
dangers, and the avowed and foregone con- 
clusion is the exaltation and triumph of a 
sect, surely argue anything but the charity 
which “‘ is not puffed up,”’ and “‘seeketh not 
her own.”’ 

But, whether right or wrong, the experi- 
ment has been made, the challenge is before 
the public, and I am prepared to meet it by 
a comparison of the results of Fleischmann’s 
with those of other hospitals. I fix upon 
Fleischmann’s because it is necessary to my 
sense (though not probably to that ‘‘com- 
mon sense”’ which is ‘‘ quite competent to 
decide,’’ &c.,) to go a little into detail ; and 
what can be shown to be true of the Vienna 
experiment (the first and the most triumph- 
antly paraded) may probably be assumed 
to be true of others. I shall take, then, the 
eight years of Fleischmann’s Hospital, from 
1835 to 1843 (the results of which are given 
at length in the work of Drs. Drysdale and 
Russell, and partially in Dr. Forbes’s cele- 
brated review), and I shall compare them 
with the results of two years in the Edin- 
burgh Infirmary (1842-3), in which the ag- 
gregate number of ‘‘experiments’’ happens 
nearly to coincide with that of the Vienna 
hospital in the eight years mentioned. The 
returns in Edinburgh for these years were 
drawn up by Dr. Peacock, now of St. 
Thomas’s Hospital, whose name is a guar- 
antee at once for their business-like accuracy 
and their good faith, so far as these:could be 
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secured by him. Let me add, that I am 
guided in my selection exclusively by the 
circumstances above mentioned. If the’ 
Vienna General Hospital, or any other, can 
be shown to reverse my conclusions, I shall 
unquestionably feel myself bound to admit 
the fallacies of my argument; but in the 
mean time I am taking at least no unfair ad- 
vantage in comparing results which have 
lately been declared on high homeopathic 
authority, “‘ far beyond the reach of any other 
known method of treatment,’’ with those of 
the hospital which has the reputation of the 
most open doors, and the highest mortality 
in this country. 

In the works already referred to, the ag- 
gregate of cases in Dr. Fleischmann’s Hos- 
pital is stated at 6551 (including 27 cases 
remaining from 1834) ; deducting 50 which 
remained in the house at the end of 1843, 
the aggregate number treated and dismissed 
was 6501. Of these 407 died; a mortality 
per cent. of 6.26, ora little more than 6}. 
In Edinburgh, the numbers were :— 


In 1842 to’l num’r 3529 Deaths 443 or 12.5 per cent. 
In 1843 « 2340 “* 3165“110 « 


In both years . . 6360 «6 758 “ 11.9 & 


But from this aggregate it is right to deduct 
the fevers, which constitute a very large and 
fluctuating portion of the diseases in both 
hospitals, Accordingly we have— 

Vienna. Edinburgh. 
Total cases . ‘ 6501 6369 
Deduct fevers ‘ 1855 1822 


4646 4547 


And if now we allow for a few more cases 
of epidemic disease, which are in larger pro- 
portion in Vienna, during the period referred 
to, than in Edinburgh, it will be observed, 
that the list of what may be considered as 
sporadic or non-epidemic diseases presents 
a very close approximation, in its aggregate 
numbers, in the two returns. Not so the 
mortality, which is 5.46 per cent. greater in 
Edinburgh, or not very far from double that 
of Vienna. Nay, for sporadic diseases, I 
am willing to call it double, since the fevers 
in Vienna, having a mortality of 8.46, tend 
to exalt the total mortality ; while in Edin- 
burgh they leave it almost unaltered, giving 
in the respective years a mortality of 12.5 
and 11.1 percent. Such is the hommopa- 
thie triumph, prima facie ; and this is the 
usual nature of the appeal to ‘‘ common 


petent to decide,”’ seldom travels (in homeo- 
pathic company). much further than to a 
conclusion of the above kind. I have, 
however, a little further appeal to common 
sense. 

If any one familiar with the diseases of 
European countries were asked what were 
the chief sources of mortality, especially in 
our hospitals (apart from epidemic diseases), 
he would at once answer, without hesitation, 
phthisis pulmonalis, disease of the heart, 
Bright’s disease of the kidney, apoplexy, 
paralysis, and softening of the brain, and, in 
a less degree, organic disease of the liver. 
These diseases are not only among the most 
frequent, but they are by far the most in- 
tractable, in our hospital lists. Excluding 
epidemics, I believe I should not go far 
wrong in saying, that in Edinburgh Infir- 
maty the diseases I have named make up 
half the deaths, and the first disease alone 
about a quarterof them. Nor does the pro- 
portion appear to be very widely different in 
the Vienna General Hospital, except that 
phthisis has a higher proportion to the other 
diseases, causing about one-third of the en- 
tire mortality, epidemics included.* These 
diseases are the opprobria medicorum, and (to 
follow up my former advice) I should advise 
the managers of an hospital solicitous about 
appearances, by all means to steer clear of 
them. How successfully this has been done 
in the Homeopathic Hospital will be seen 
in the following comparison. In the nearly 
equal aggregates of cases above noted we 
have the following numbers of these diseases 
admitted :— 


fenna 


Edinburgh. a... 

Phthisis pulmonalis . 276 98 
Disease (organic) of heart 159 15 
Bright’s disease of kidney 82 0 (!) 
Paralysis. ; - 103 5 
Apoplexy . ° - =M 9 
Disease (organic) of liver 33 1 

667 128 


All commentary upon this is unnecessary ; 
the numbers speak for themselves. The 
whole number of these really fatal diseases, 
according to the returns of both hospitals, is 
between five and six times as great in the 
Edinburgh institution devoted to the relief 


* See the returns of Dr. Haller in the “ Zeitschrift 
der K. K. Gesellschaft, etc., zu Wien.” I have before 





sense,’’ which, though so eminently ‘‘ com- 


me the returns for 1848, in which phthisis gives 984 
out of 2808 deaths. 
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of the sick, as in the Vienna one devoted to 
the glorification of homeopathy by ezperi- 
ment! The most fatal and most frequent 
disease of northern latitudes is nearly three 
times as numerous; the next in fatality and 
frequency ten times as numerous; a third 
almost equally formidable indefinitely more 
numerous in Edinburgh, inasmuch as this 
last does not appear in the homeopathic re- 
turns at all! 

In order, however, to make the conclu- 
sions which legitimately spring from this 
investigation more completely irresistible, I 
have had the curiosity to make a few further 
selections from the returns. I give below 
the remaining instances in which the Edin- 
burgh proportion of cases materially exceeds 
the homeopathic. As if by magic, they 
turn out to be, with but two exceptions, the 
most intractable enemies with which the 
practitioner has to deal. They are as fol- 


lows :— 
Vienna 
Edinburgh. Homeopathic. 

Neuralgia 14 0 
Internal Aneurism 18 1 
Diabetes Mellitus . 17 0 
Amaurosis ; ‘ 15 0 
Caries and Necrosis . 57 5 
Malignant Tumours . 55 0 
Other Tumours . 36 0 
Bronchitis (acute) 118 15 
Rheumatism (acute 

and chronic) - 343 188 


Of these last items, I have more to say 
immediately ; meantime, by way of contrast, 
and to show, if possible, still more conclu- 
sively the principle on which homeopathic 
cases are selected for treatment, I shall re- 
verse the picture, and give a list of the dis- 
eases which predominate to a large extent 
in Fleischmann’s Hospital. 

Vienna 


Homeopathic, Edinburgh. 


Chlorosis (and amenor- 


rhoea) . : - 90 48 
Cholera . : 24 2 
Colic ; . » 45 10 
Diarrhea . i 114 28 
Dysentery ° 44 16 
‘Erysipelas and Ery- 

thema . é . 212 82 
‘Gout é . 140 0 
Hemoptysis . - 50 8 
‘Headache 2 61 37 
Herpes . = . 20 1 
Inflammation of brain 17 8 





Vienna 
Homeeopathic. Edinburgh. 
Endocarditis . 29 (2) 
Pneumonia a . 300 83 
Pleuritis « 224 32 
Peritonitis - 105 19 
Cynanche tonsillaris . 301 34 
Influenza . ; * 52 0 
Varicella . i . 110 2 


The predominance of influenza is evidently 
owing to the period embraced by the returns 
having included an epidemic visitation of 
this disease. Possibly the number of cases 
of cholera, diarrhoea, and dysentery (or what 
may have passed under the latter name), and 
of erysipelas, may have had a similar expla- 
nation. But what is the rest of this list, 
which forms the staple of the homeopathic 
experiment? Is it not composed, without 
an exception, of the curable, often of the 
easily and constantly curable diseases of the 
economy? Nay, is it not plain to the most 
ordinary allowance of common sense, that 
cases have been admitted by dozens, proba- 
bly by hundreds, for no other purpose than 
to contribute to the success of the experi- 
ment, and to swell the triumph of homco- 
pathy? I cannot imagine to what purpose 
else we have 300 cases of sore-throat, and 
20 of herpes;* diseases which are rarely, 
except in the most special cases, admitted 
into any of our great hospitals in this coun- 
try, on account of the pressure of the more 
severe and fatal diseases to which, as shown 
above, our doors are thrown open, while our 
experimentalists turn their backs on them, 
or at least give them the cold shoulder! To 
be sure they are ugly subjects for curative 
experiments, these same phthisical cases, 
and organic diseases of heart, liver, and kid- 
ney; and, whatever one may think of the 
honesty, no one can doubt the prudence of 
giving the preference to sore-throats and 
shingles, as well as to catarrh, dyspepsia, 
colic, headache, and a host of the minor ills 
which will be found to be numerically strong 
in the returns. 

And now I assert, without fear of contra- 
diction, that the homeopathic returns are not 


* Varicella might be added, but this disease, being 
contagious, ought certainly to be admitted more 
largely with us. For those above mentioned there 
is no excuse ; they ought scarcely ever to be hospital 
diseases, except when allied to others. In the Ge- 
neral Hospital of Vienna, yt 1848, with three times 
the number of admissions (21,409) there are but 216 
cases of inflammation ped cre with the mouth, 

teeth, palate, or tonsils; about one-third less 
than the above cases of cynanche alone! 
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only void of triumph to the system, but that 
they cover it with disgrace. With sucha 
selection of cases as I have shown above, I 
maintain they ought to have reduced their 
mortality to a far lower point than they have 
done. It is of no use to quote alleged cures 
of pneumonia or pleurisy, and to demand 
comparisons with ‘‘ the best hospital physi- 
cians who use allopathic remedies.” I think 
we are justified in believing that the cases 
of individual disease, like the general returns, 
are a sham and a fraud; and that the con- 
trast between pneumonia at a homeopathic 
hospital, and pneumonia in the Edinburgh 
Infirmary, would be, if we could get to the 
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ported, is such as to imply selection ; and, 
on the other hand, it is next to certain, that 
no dependence whatever can be placed on 
the statements of the reports, in regard to 
the nomenclature of diseases. We have, 
therefore, only to deal with the fact, that an 
hospital in which there is reason to think 
that the vast majority of the cases were of 
the most.trivial description, has a mortality 
of 6.26 per cent.; and that the interested 
partisans of the system therein pursued, de- 
mand for this result the palm of an unques- 
tionable superiority, or (in the words of one 
of their leaders), proclaim it ‘‘ far beyond the 
reach of any other known method of treat- 


root of the matter, as great as between the? ment.” ‘To thisit is enough to answer, that 


general lists in the one and the other hos- 
pital. Every one who has gone about the 
wards of an hospital in search of crepitant 
rales and dulness on percussion, knows that 
there ‘is nothing so easy to find or so often 
cured as the slighter degrees of what may 
be technically called pneumonia ; and as to 
pleuritis, if we may trust the evidence of 
post-mortem examination, its simpler forms 
must be of immense frequency ; so that if 
our scrupulous experimentalists chose to 
place everything which we commonly term 
rheumatic stitch under that convenient and 
formidable-looking designation, it would not 
be easy to prove them wrong. They have, 
however, betrayed themselves in one point ; 
—in giving the cipher of 300 to pneumonia, 
and only 15 to the far more frequent disease, 
bronchitis ;* they have committed what, 
cording to Napoleon, is ‘“‘worse than a crime 
—a blunder ;’’ showing that it requires a 
more adroit management than even that of 
our experimentalists, to manufacture statis- 
tics of plausible and serious aspect from the 
miniature types of disease by which they 
(very judiciously) think proper to test the 
efficacy of their system. 

I feel that it is useless to enter into further 
details ‘as to this statistical fraud. It is, I 
hope, abundantly evident, that, even suppos- 
ing the numbers to be correctly stated, and 

the docketting of the cases to have been free 
from objection, the character of them, as re- 


* It has been stated that bronchitis is rare in Ger- 
many; but. surely with very little reason. Not to 
mention that the German literature of bronchitis is 
both larger and better than our own, or than that 
of France, the following are the returns of the Vienna 
General Hospital: Catarrhs (bronchitis, etc.), 2078 ; 
pleuritis, 427; pneumonia, 3 and this out of 
Po gem Compare the homceopathic results of 
6501 cases, viz.: catarrhs (bronchitis, cough), 118 ; 
pleuritis, 2 224; pneumonia, 300. 





many hospitals in England have an average 
mortality much below that above mentioned ; 
I*have already instanced three of these 
(Canterbury, 2.0 per cent. ; Cambridge, 2.4; 
Exeter, 3.2). I might add, that of eight dis- 
trict general hospitals in Scotland, noticed 
in the article by Mr. Thomson, already re- 
ferred to, three have a smaller mortality than 
the homeopathic institution, viz. : Dundee, 
5.10 per cent.; Aberdeen, 4.66 per cent. ; 
and Inverness, 4.36 per cent. All of these 
hospitals are, like that of Edinburgh, reci- 
pients of a considerable proportion of incura- 
ble cases, and I do not believe that any of 
them admit 5 per cent. of cases of cynanche 
tonsillaris. I am not so well acquainted with 
the class of cases admitted into English pro- 
vincial hospitals; but, in a list of thirty of 


ac- } these institutions in the paper above referred 


to (from materials in the British Almanack 
for 1836-7), there are only two whose mor- 
tality is not less than that of the Homceopa- 
thic Hospital of Vienna, and the average 
mortality of the whole thirty (4.46) is less 
by nearly a third. So that the unprecedented 
success of homeopathic treatment is not only 
a very ordinary and moderate success as 
compared with hospitals in general, but as 
compared with hospitals of the size of 
Fleischmann’s (fifty beds) it would be found 
to be a positive failure; and doubly, trebly 
a failure, when we take into consideration 
all the facts revealed in the preceding part 
of this letter. 

Before concluding, I cannot resist alluding 
to one other subject, I mean the proportion 
of cures. In the record of a death, it is im- 
possible to show any bias, or in any way to 
deviate from accuracy without gross false- 
hood, with correspondingly great risk of de- 
tection. But, in the column of cures in this 
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hospital may be read the character of the 


whole of its records. The alleged cures in. 


the Vienna Homeopathic Hospital are 92 
per cent. of the whole cases; and, as the 
deaths are 6.25 per cent., it follows that there 
is actually scarcely any medium between death 
and cure! To any one who knows what 
hospital cases are, or should be, this simple 
statement proves rather more than was in- 
tended. Compare it with the returns of any 
hospital which has no system to support—I 
choose Dumfries, simply because its mor- 
tality is identical with that of Fleischmann’s 
Hospital :— 


Cures Deaths 
per cent. per cent. 
Fleischmann’s Hospital 92. 6.26 
Dumfries b 76.02 6.26 
Alas for the 


‘¢ Vaulting ambition, that o’erleaps itself, 
nd falls” 


on the other side of truth and probability ! 
In straining every nerve after this ideal and 
fictitious ratio of cures, Dr. Fleischmann un- 
luckily forgot the following ugly dilemma : 
If, from the excellence of his art, or any other 
cause, he was enabled to cure 16 per cent. 

| more than Dumfries, why was his skill not 
equally effective in reducing the mortality ? 
There can be only two answers to this ques- 
tion, and we may give the homeopathists 
their choice of them. Either the cases were 
really curable in enormous proportion, and 
the homeopathic art is responsible for a 
mortality which must be considered, under 
these circumstances, quite appalling ; or the 
alleged cures are a mockery and a delusion, 
inconsistent with nature and fact, and cun- 
ningly dressed up for the undiscriminating 
wonder of the multitude. To apply an un- 
charitable judgment of Dr. Fleischmann’s to 
his own case, “‘ Curantur in libris—mori- 
untur in lectis.”’ 

And now I leave the question of the re- 
sults of homeopathic hospital treatment, 
without hesitation, to the judgment of ‘‘com- 
mon sense,’’ I only stipulate that ‘‘ com- 
mon sense’’ will take the trouble to make 
herself acquainted with the facts of the case 
as stated and analyzed above, and will pro- 
tect and arm herself against sophistry and 
disingenuousness by an alliance with an- 
other equally useful personage, ‘‘ common 
honesty.’’ 

Ihave performed a taek which I felt to 
be due to the public at this crisis, though 














SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. 


by no means agreeable to myself; and I 
now willingly take leave of the subject, 
trusting that I may have not wearied the 
readers of the Times and Gazette with the 
unusual, though necessary, length of my 
communication.— Med. Times and Gazette, 
April, 1852. 

Edinburgh, March, 1852. 

Homeopathic Delusion.—Mr. Heapiann, 
in his recent work on the action of medicines 
on the system, thus notices this transcen- 
dental humbug :— 

‘¢ The rule of the disciples of Hahnemann 
is, Similia similibus curantur ; or, diseases 
are to be cured by remedies which shall - 
produce effects similar to them. Now, if 
this were the case, the majority of dis- 
orders would be hopelessly incurable. We 
know of no medicines that are capable of 
producing such affections as ague, small- 
pox, or phthisis; and when such remedies 
are known, their employment would cer- 
tainly be singularly objectionable. . Who 
would administer strychnia in tetanus, 
opium in congestion of the brain, or irri- 
tants in gastrodynia? The arguments al- 
leged in support of the theory are of the 
most fallacious kind. For example, it is 
said that diaphoretics cured the sweating 
sickness, and purgatives are given with 
advantage in diarrhea, on the homeopathic 
principle. But it should be observed that 
the sweating in one case, and diarrhea in 
the other, are the attempts of Nature to get 
rid of the disease by eliminating a poison ; 
and that, in seconding these attempts, we 
are availing ourselves of an agency which 
does not resemble the disease, but is like to 
the natural mode of cure. Such treatment 
depends, in fact, upon the principle which 
will have to be considered next in order. 
The homeopathists would work a strange 
revolution in the materia medica. Char- 
coal, silica, and other substances supposed 
to be inert, appear as remedies of wonder- 
ful efficacy, It is said that belladonna pro- 
duces a state like scarlatina, and also a con- 
dition resembling hydrophobia, and thus 
cures both of these disorders. Of these 
three propositions, it is almost needless to 
say that all are equally erroneous. Further, 
an experimental trial of this principle was 
made by Andral on a large number of pa- 
tients at the Académie in Paris, with the 
assistance of the homcopathists themselves. 
The medicines were carefully and fairly ad- 
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ministered, but in no one instance were they 
successful.’? — Med. Times and Gazette, 
Nov. 20, 1852. 

Empirical Medicines.— Dr. Daniel J. 
Macgowan, a respectable Missionary Phy- 
sician, stationed at Ningpo, in China, has 
forwarded the following note for publication, 
as expressive of his indignation at seeing 
his name gratuitously published in connec- 
tion with, and in commendation of Jayne’s 
empirical medicines; and says : ‘‘ As for my 
professional reputation, it behooves me to 
be as jealous of that as if I was again a 
practitioner in New York; and I am as 
anxious as any man need be, to stand well 
with my professional brethren.”’ 

Note.—The undersigned has seen with 
regret that his name has been employed, 
without his consent, in commendation of 
certain advertized quack remedies, and can- 
not but designate it as a base and sordid 
trick practised upon him, which does him 
no small injury at home. In self-justifica- 
tion, therefore, he adopts this public method 
of denying that he ever, in any way, recom- 
mended quack remedies, and of denouncing 
the liberty thus taken. 

DANIEL J. MACGOWAN, 
Ningpo, China. 
March, 1852, 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


The Weather, during the month of No- 
vember, 1852, in Philadelphia.—The month 
of November just past has been somewhat 
remarkable, as has the whole autumn, for 
its mildness; but three times during the 
month has the mercury, in a good instru- 
ment and, under a fair exposure, fallen so 
low as 32 deg.; and at no time has it been 
seen at a point below freezing. Thin ice 
has formed several times on shallow waters 
in the vicinity of the city, and on a few 
mornings it was seen in the streets; but the 
frost has not yet been sufficient in town to 
deprive several of the hardier trees, as the 
willow, the ash, and some of the horse- 
chestnut trees, of their foliage. Many of 
the shrubs, also, retain their summer dress, 
and occasionally a rose-bush, favorably lo- 
cated, is yet putting forth buds and blos- 
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soms. The turf is as green, and the squir- 
rels in our well-tenanted public squares are 
as active as in summer; and while witness- 
ing the gambols and the labours of those, 
on one of our late Indian summer days, it 
was not easy to persuade ourselves that the 
time of storm and of cold was so near. 

The mean average temperature of the 
eleventh month, according to a record in 
our possession (chiefly Pierce’s), extending 
now over 60 years, is 42.58 degrees, while 
the mean of last month rose to 44.76, or 
2.18 above the average. 

The average mean of the three autumnal 
months, for the same lengthened period, is 
54.14 degrees, while the average tempera- 
ture of the autumn just past rose to 58 26, 
a degree of warmth but once equalled on 
our record. 

Little rain had fallen in this vicinity dur- 
ing the first and second Fall months, viz. : 
1.29 hundredths of an inch in the former, 
and 2.26 hundredths in the latter month; 
the streams were low, and in many places 
grass and the young wheat suffered from 
drought. But from the beginning of the 
month under review, rains were frequent 
and abundant, amounting, for the month, 
according to the record kept at the Penn 
Hospital, to 6.05 inches; and the meadows 
and fields of growing wheat are said to give 
more than usual promise. 

Some snow fell on the 14th and 18th, and 
on the morning of the 19th the roofs of 
buildings were for the first time fairly white. 

Rain or snow fell on 12 days; 12 were 
fair and 6 were cloudy. 

The range of the thermometer was from 
32, on the mornings of the 16th, 22d, and 
24th, to.61 on the morning of the Ist, and 
afternoon of the 2d, or 29 degrees for the 
month. 

Judging from the bills of mortality, as 
reported from the Health Office, the city 
and districts have enjoyed about the usual 
amount of health during the last and two 
preceding Fall months. The whole num- 
ber of deaths for the four weeks included 
in the last month was 678 ; and for the same 
period last year 609 were reported. So, the 
whole number for the three Fall months this 
year was 2183, while the whole number re- 
ported for the autumn of last year was 
2001; which, considering the increase of 
population, may be regarded a proportional 
number. Deaths from diseases of the air- 
passages, or organs of respiration, have in- 
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creased as the weather has become more; 
inclement, from 29 in the week ending on 
the 13th, to 59 in that ending on the 27th 
ultimo; showing conclusively, one would 
think, the necessity, on the part of those 
thus afflicted, of increased caution in ex- 
posing these enfeebled and diseased organs 
to the atmospheric vicissitudes incident, in 
our climate, to the season. The writer be- 
lieves it quite within limits to state the 
probability that the lives of at least one-half 
of this excess would have been prolonged 
by such caution. 

In the following daily record, in a tabular 
form, the figures in the fifth and sixth co- 
lumns represent the estimated force of the 
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wind at sunrise and 2 P.M. This numeri- 
cal‘method, long used by navigators, is now 
adopted by scientific institutions generally, 
and we will give the explanation of their 
value, furnished by the Smithsonian Insti- 
tute, Washington, viz.: O, being a calm; 
1, represents a very gentle breeze; 2, a 
gentle breeze; 3, a fresh breeze; 4, a strong 
wind; 5, a very strong wind; 6, a violent 
storm, &c. By consulting the table, it 
will be seen that the month, besides being 
warm, was unusually windy, the breeze 
nine times rising to 4, and once to 5, ora 
very strong wind. P. S. 


PHILADELFHIA, 12th mo. 2d, 1852. 
































THERMOMETER. WIND—COURSE AND FORCE. 
Days REMARKS. 
0} 
month. |Sanrise.|2P.M.| Mean. Sunrise. 2P.M 
1 61 60 60} N. by E.3 N.E.3 Cloudy, rain P. M. and night. 
2 59 61 60 N.N.W.2 | W.byN.2 | Fair and warm. 
3 51 59 55 W.3 W. by N.4 | Clear. 
4 4 58 56 | W.S.W.1] N. byE.3 | Fair. 
5 50 49 49} N.E.4 N.E.3 Cloudy, rain last night. 
6 44 46 45 N.E.4 N E.4 Cloudy, strong wind and rain. 
7 52 58 55 W.N.W.3| W.S.W.2 | Fair after& A.M. 
8 40 52 46 N. W.2 N.W.3 |Cloudless. . 
9 43 50 465 | N. by W.2 | N.N.W.2 | Cloudy, rain4 P.M. 
10 39 45 43} W. by N.1 N. W.34 | Cloudless, fair. 
11 26 52 45 _ S. W.2 Clear, cloudy. 
12 53 57 55 8.2 W. by N.4 | Rain, clear P.M. 
13 38 45 414 | W.S.W.3 | W.N. W.3 | Fair, cloudy. 
14 38 41 393 | W.N.W.2| N. by W.3 | Cloudy, snow squall at 12; M. 
15 38 43 403 W 3} 4 Overcast. 
16 32 43 37} S.W.2: | W.S. W.2}| Clear. — 
17 36 43 304 W.1 S.W.2 Clear, rain at9 P.M. 
18 37 41 39 N.2 N.N.E.3 | Snow and rain. 
19 36 40 338 N. by E.3} | N.N. W.2 | Snow, fair at 11 A. M. 
20 wh 42 38 N. W.3 N.N.W.4 | Clear, fair. 
Q1 33° 41 37 _ N.N.W. 1} | Cloudless. 
22 32 37 S44 N.E.2 E. mu? 2} | Cloudy, rain at4 P.M. 
23 42 46 44 N. by W.3 N.W.3 Rain, fair at 8 A.M. 
4 32 40 36 N. W.2} | N.W.2 | Cloudiess, fair. 
25 By 40 37 N.N.E.2 N.E.1 Fair, overcast, rain at 7} P.M. 
26 45 59 52 N.E.2 S. by W.2 | Rainy night and day. 
27 47 42 443 W. by N.4 | W.N. W.5 | Cloudy, clear. 
28 35 43 39 W.N. W.2| W.S. W.2 | Cloudiess, clear. 
29 36 51 43} 8.W.1 S.S. W. 2} | Clear. 
30 42 48 45 N.2 N.W.2 | Overcast, clear. 
41.7 478 44.7 Monthly mean. ° 














Death from the Inhalation of Chloroform. 
--Dr. Cmartes A. Pore, Professor of Sur- 
gery in St. Louis University (St. Louis 
Medical and Surgical Journal, November 
and December, 1852), adds the following 
to the long list of cases of death from the 
inhalation of chloroform :— 

‘*Mrs. Wynn, aged about 27 years, ap- 
plied, on the 2d of October, at the O'Fallon 
Dispensary, on account of a necrosis of the 
last phalanx of the right middle finger. She 
appeared to be in perfect health, save the 








anxious expression of countenance, induced 
by her somewhat protracted suffering--the 
inflammation having been deeply seated, and 
having extended to the palm of the hand. 
It was evident, from the conduct and avowal 
of the patient, that she laboured under much 
dread of the pain from the operation, deemed 
advisable for the removal of the dead bone. 
There were present various physicians and 
medical students, among whom were Dr. 
Allen, the resident physician of the Dispen- 
sary, Dr. Grafton, of Mississippi, and Dr. 
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Brookins, of Indiana. Other medical gen- 
tlemen arrived soon after the occurrence. 

“The patient, desiring the chloroform, it 
was administered to her by Dr. Allen—she 
being seated in a chair, and supported in a 
reclining posture by a female friend who ac- 
companied her. Anordinary sponge moist- 
ened with a drachm of the liquid, was first 
used—it being held at some distance from 
the nostrils. Seeing that she was not likely 
to be easily brought under the anesthetic 
influence by the sponge, which was not con- 
cave, but rather long and narrow, I requested 
Dr. Allen to make use of a common silk 
handkerchief belonging to the patient. On 
this, I myself poured from the bottle nearly 
two drachme of chloroform, and it was again 
held before the patient’s face, but in a man- 
ner to permit a large admixture of atmo- 
spheric air. The operation was begun before 
she became insensible, and during its per- 
formance her efforts to withdraw her hand 
were such as to require the assistance of two 
persons to hold it in subjection upon the 
table. Whilst engaged in disarticulating the 
phalanx, my attention was temporarily with. 
drawn from the observation of the patient ; 
but this was but for the few moments con- 
sumed in the operation. My first glance at 
the patient, revealed to me the imminence 
of her danger—death was in her countenance 
—I was horrified by its pallor. Instantly 
extending her upon the floor, I cut with a 
knife the front lace of her corset, and removed 
all constriction from her neck and waist. 
The breathing was suspended, and on ex- 
amining the heart it had ceased to beat. 
She appeared as one in aswoon. Affusions 
of cold water, ammonia, free air, and artifi- 
cial respiration, were all fully tried, but in 
vain. A few gasping inspirations, once or 
twice revived hope, but in a minute or more 
life was extinct. 

‘* A post-mortem examination was asked, 
and all efforts made to obtain it, but the 
husband refused to the last to yield his as- 
sent. 

‘* To what, in this case, must the fatal issue 
be attributed? To an undue amount of 
chloroform ? to the mode of its application ? 
to the too speedy induction of its effects? to 
its impurity or adulteration? or to some 
idiosyncrasy of the patient? I incline to 
the belief, that the unfortunate result was 
not due to either of these causes. Professor 
Litton has examined the article used, and 
declares it to be pure—so far, at least, as a 
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conclusion can be drawn from the ordinary 
tests. Besides, the same chloroform had 
been administered on former occasions, to 
two different persons, without producing any 
unpleasant effects. 

‘* My own solution of the accident is this. 
The patient fainted through fear and pain— 
the chloroform having had the effect of ren- 
dering the syncope fatal. I have since 
learned that she was ofa remarkably nervous 
temperament, and having had an incision 
for the relief of her paronychia, she fell into 
a deep syncope. Dr. Boisliniere, who at- 
tended her on that occasion, informs me that 
he had been caused no little anxiety by her 
condition. As the fainting was very pro- 
tracted, he was obliged to resort to stimu- 
lants, frictions, and warm applications, for 
the purpose of reviving her. 

‘*T have been since informed, that the 
patient’s mind was preoccupied in an extra- 
ordinary degree, with the anxiety and dread 
of the operation.” 

Gun- Elastic Cups.--We have been pre- 
sented with a set of gum-elastic cups, manu- 
factured by our esteemed friend, Dr. Warr- 
NEY, of Ashland, Ohio. There are four in 
each set, and are so graduated, as to size, as 
to be capable of being placed one within the 
other, like a set of weights or measures, oc- 
cupying but a small space. Being hemi- 
spherical, they are readily exhausted of air 
by placing the edge upon the part to be cup- 
ped, and pressing upon the convex portion. 
But slight pressure is required, and they ad- 
here with sufficient firmness to effect most 
thoroughly either wet or dry cupping. They 
are portable, never break, and can always 
be used without lamp, alcohol, or pump. 
We look upon these cups of Dr. Whitney as 
a decided improvement.— Ohio Medical and 
Surgical Journal, Nov. 1852. 

Dr. Brown-Séquard.— (We comply with 
the request to publish the following testimo- 
nial with pleasure, and may add that similar 
testimonials have been given to Dr. Séquard 
by all the classes before which he has lec- 
tured in this country] :— 


Boston, Dee. 15, 1852. 
We, the undersigned, constituted a com- 
mittee in behalf of the members of the Tre- 
mont Medical School of Boston, desire to 
express to Dr. Brown-Séquard, the gratifi- 
cation which has been afforded during the 
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delivery of the course of lectures just finish- 
ed, and would state that we feel deeply 
grateful at the interest which has been mani- 
fested by him in his subject, and in them, 
and at the clear and explicit manner in which 
he has endeavoured to explain what to them 
was new or difficult. 

With many kind wishes we remain his 
obedient servants, 

NATHAN J. RUE, 
E. HITCHCOCK, Jr., 
J. A. A. RIBEIRO. 

The Virginia Medical and Surgical 
Journal.—This is the title of a monthly 
journal to be edited by Gores A. Oris, 
M.D., and H. L. Toomrson, M.D., the 
first number of which is proposed to be is- 
sued on the Ist of April next. 

Each number will consist of eighty large 
octavo pages, containing original papers, 
memoirs, and reports of cases; an account 
of the Transactions of Medical Societies in 
Virginia; a Summary of Improvements and 
Discoveries in Medical Science, at home 
and abroad; Reviews and Bibliographical 
Notices ; and a portion of a Standard Work 
in someimportant Department in Medicine. 

Price—Five Dollars a Year. 
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Death from Chloroform.—A man named 
John Atkinson died at Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia, from the effects of chloroform, ad- 
ministered preparatory to an operation for 
fistula. Dr. Thomas, at the inquest, testi- 
fied that ‘“‘ Mr. Barker and I examined the 
fistula, and before administering the chlo- 
roform, I asked the deceased particularly if 
he had ever suffered from any serious ill. 
ness; to which he replied in the negative. 
I also inquired whether he had been subject 
to cough or palpitation; and he answered 
that some time ago he had suffered slightly 
from cough. The pulse was good, and Mr. 
Barker proceeded in the usual manner to 
administer the chloroform, which shortly 
produced convulsive twitchings of the mus- 
cles. I then went to the door to request 
the nurse to send up some person to assist 
in holding the patient in a proper position 
for the operation, and I returned to the bed 
and poured a little more chloroform on the 
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face I observed him splutter at the mouth; 
the chloroform was instantly discontinued, 
but the patient suddenly expired. We tried 
all the means usually resorted to in cases 
of suspended animation, but without effect. 
I had frequently used the same chloroform 
in other cases. It was not more than a 
minute after the first application of chloro- 
form that death occurred. About a drachm 
had been poured on the handkerchief. Dr. 
Motherwell stated that he had made a post- 
mortem examination of the body of the de- 
ceased, in the presence of Dr. Howit, Dr. 
Plane, Dr. Barker, and Dr. Youl. On 
opening the chest, the heart presented an 
extraordinary appearance. There was con- 
siderable serous effusion into the pericar- 
dium, and the heart itself was larger and 
more flabby than usual. It was hypertro- 
phied, and there was dilatation of the cavi- 
ties; the lungs were healthy, and there wasa 
slight eppearance of disease about the liver, 
such as is observed in persons addicted to 
intemperance. Where such a state of dis- 
eased heart exists death generally super- 
venes suddenly, and is liable to be caused 
by any sudden emotion. Death, in the-pre- 
sent instance, was caused by the shock pro- 
duced by the chloroform, which would not 
have had such a fatal effect if the heart had 
been in a healthy state. Unless the atten- 
tion of a medical man had been particu- 
larly directed to the affection of the heart, 
it would have been very difficult to discover 
the existence of any such disease.—Med. 
Times and Gazette, Nov. 20, 1852. 


Belladonna as a Prophylactic or Curative 
Agent in Scarlatina.—A long and somewhat 
desultory discussion took place at the meet- 
ing of the Medical Society of London (No- 
vember 20, 1852), on this subject, having 
had its origin in a question asked by Mr. 
White. Mr. Brown had found belladonna 
to invariably arrest the poison of scarlatina: 
Mr. Dendy had no doubt that its administra- 
tion as a prophylactic mitigated the throat 
symptoms very materially ; but Dr. Rogers 
had abandoned its use after a fair trial, from 
observing that many persons had the disease 
after the administration of the medicine. 
Dr. Radcliffe had used it extensively ; but 
the very worst cases of scarlet fever which 
had fallen under his notice were those in 
which belladonna had been given as a pro« 
phylactic. Mr. Robarts had tried it in a 





handkerchief; when it was applied to the, great number of cases, but had abandoned 
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* 
it, from his complete disappointment in its 
effects. Dr. R. M. Glover remarked, that 
the trial of belladonna on a great number of 
cases, in the hands of some of the most care- 
ful observers, had ended in its failure; and 
Dr. Snow, Mr. Clarke, and Dr. Chowne, 
contended that the negative evidence brought 
forward in support of the efficacy of the “‘ re- 
medy”’ weighed as nothing in the balance 
against the positive facts which had been 
adduced against it.—Lancet, November 27, 
1852, 

Simaba Cedron, an Antidote for Venomous 
Bites.—The seeds of this tree are reported, 
by M. BertHoip-Seemann, to be an anti- 
dote for the bite of snakes, scorpions, and 
other venomous reptiles. Mr. Squire has 
obtained a supply of these seeds from New 
Grenada, through a gentleman who states 
that the natives place great reliance on their 
efficacy. It is there customary to carry 
some of these seeds in case of need; and, 
directly the bite has been inflicted, a portion 
of the seed is scraped off, moistened with 
water, and applied to the wound. From 
two to five grains, mixed with water, are 
also swallowed, but no other precaution is 
taken. 

This remedy is algo said to have proved 
efficacious in cases of intermittent fever, 
when quinia has failed ; and it has been used 
indiscriminately in rheumatism and gout, 
with some benefit. Experiments recently 
made at the Zoological Gardens, on animals 
which had been bitten by the rattlesnake and 
other reptiles, tend to confirm the state- 
ments respecting the efficacy of this seed as 
an antidote.—London Journal of Medicine, 
September, 1852, from Pharmaceutical 
Journal. 

New Prescriptions from the Pharmacopeia 
Fennica.—1. Adeps Benzoinatus.—Let one 
pound of prepared lard be melted with two 
drachms of gum benzoin, and the mixture 
be strained. The gum benzoin prevents the 
lard from becoming rancid. 

2. Emplastrum Ammoniaco-scilliticum.— 
Let forty parts of gum ammoniac be mixed 
with eight pints of vinegar of squills, and 
evaporated to the consistence of a plaster. 

3. Emplastrum Sap plumbi 
Let ten ounces of shavings of castile soap 
be dissolved in forty-five ounces of olive oil ; 
add nine ounces of white lead (the carbo- 
nate), and a pound and a half of red lead 
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(the red oxide); heat the mixture over a fire 
till it is perfectly dissolved, and assumes a 
brown colour; then add an ounce and a half 
of Venice turpentine. 

4. Emulsio Guaiaca, seu Mistura Antar- 
thritica Bergeri.—Let two drachms of pow- 
dered gum Arabic, four drachms of guaiacum 
resin, and an ounce and a half of white su- 
gar, be dissolved in nine ounces of pepper- 
mint water. 

5. Emulsio Salina.—Let three drachms 
of tartrate of potash be dissolved in one pint 
of milk of almonds. 

6. Hydras Magnesicus in Aqua.—Let 
three pounds of sulphate of magnesia be 
precipitated by a solution of potash, and 
sufficient water be added to the washed 
precipitate to increase its weight to seven 
pounds. 

7. Liquor Sulfatis Ferricit.—Let eight 
ounces of sulphate of iron be mixed with an 
ounce and a half of sulphuric acid and eight 
ounces of water, and be oxidized with nitric 
acid; let water be then added till the mix- 
ture weighs twopounds. From two drachms 
of this liquor, three drachms of water, and 
seven drachms of the preceding hydras mag- 
nesicus, we may at once obtain the hydratid 
peroxide of iron used in cases of poisoning 
by arsenic. 

8. Syrupus Hydrargyri.—Let one drachm 
of metallic mercury be triturated with three 
drachms of gum Arabic, three of sugar, and 
two of rose-water, till all metallic globules 
have disappeared, and then add four ounces 
of common sugar. Useful in the syphilis 
of children. 

9. Syrupus Oxycocct.—Prepared from the 
fresh juice of the berries of vaccinium oxy- 
coccos,—Schmidt’s Jahrb. Bd. 75, No. 2. 


Inoculation for Syphilis.—A very ani- 
mated discussion has lately taken place be- 
fore the Academy of Medicine of Paris, 
touching a method ofa M. Auzias TuRENNE, 
who proposes to use the syphilitic virus like 
cowpox matter, and to inoculate it until the 
individual becomes proof against the disease. 
The same author likewise advocates, and 
has practised, the inoculation of the pus 
taken from chancres for the cure of primary 
and secondary syphilitic affections. The 
Academy has reprobated the practice almost 
unanimously ; the two members of the learn- 
ed body, who gave their support to this in- 
sane proposal, are Messrs. Malgaigne and 


Depaul.—Jbid. 
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Pruritus of the Vulva.--M. WinteRni7z § Tilgate Forest,’’ and, compared with geolo- 
mentions, in the Zeitschrift, &c., that he} gical literature of the period in which they 
has succeeded in removing the intolerable} were written, they are meritorious produc- 
itching in a very obstinate case of the above; tions. In 1825, Dr. Mantell was elected a 
affection by the following means: Foment- 3 Fellow of the Royal Society, and he has 


ations three times a day to the affected} c 


parts, with a solution of nitrate of silver in} ‘‘ Philosophical Transactions.’’ 


ontributed some important papers to its 
For his 


the proportion of three graing to the ounce.$ memoir ‘‘ On the Iguanodon,”’ he had the 
A fortnight was sufficient to accomplish the § honour, in 1849, to receive the royal medal. 


cure. 


The success of M. Winternitz is} He was also an active member of the Geolo- 


worth knowing, as the bichloride of mercury 3 gical Society, and, in 1835, was presented 
or the chloroform, which are sometimes; with the Wollaston medal and fund, in con- 


used, have been known to fail completely.—} s 


ideration of his discoveries in fossil compa- 


Ibid. rative anatomy generally. From Lewes, 
_ ; Dr. Mantell removed about this period to 

The Prize for the most useful Improve- } Brighton, and his collection being materially 
ments in the Treatment of Urinary Diseases. } added to, was purchased by the trustees of 
—The Marquis of Argenteuil, once a great} the British Museum for £5000. Upon this, 
sufferer from stricture, left at his death suf- ; he removed to the neighbourhood of London. 
ficient money to found a prize, to be given} Dr. Mantell took great delight in imparting 
every six years by the Academy of Medicine} to others a knowledge of his favourite 
of Paris, to the author of the most practi-? science; he was fluent and eloquent in 
cally useful improvements in the treatment} speech, full of poetry, and extremely agree- 


of urinary diseases. M. ReyBarp, of Lyons, 


able in manners to all who manifested an 


has obtained the prize, which this years admiration of his genius. He now turned 


reaches the sum of 4801. 


his attention to the more popular and attract- 


_ ive works for which his name will be chiefly 
Oxsituary Recorp.—We have observed } remembered — ‘‘ Wonders of Geology,’’ 


with great regret in the late English journals, 


‘ Medals of Creation,”’ ‘‘ Geological Excur- 


an announcement of the death, on the 10th of} sions round the Isle of Wight,’’ and an en- 


November, of the celebrated geologist, G1- § | 


arged edition of his ‘‘ Thoughts on a Peb- 


DEON ALGERNON ManTELL, LL.D., F.R.S.,} ble,”’ all of which are profusely illustrated, 
&c. Dr. Mantell, it is stated, had been a3 and have passed through several editions. 
severe sufferer for some time past, but his} His latest work was a handsome book to the 
energy and spirits were such that it was} organic remains in the British Museum, 
impossible not to forget this afier being a entitled ‘‘ Petrifactions and their Teach- 
few minutes in his company. ‘Dr. Mantell’ ings.’’ To these may be added, ‘‘ Thoughts 
imbibed at an early period of his life a taste 3 on Animalcules,’’ and “A Pictorial Atlas 
for natural history pursuits, and having fixed } of Fossil Remains,’’ selected from Parkin- 
his residence as a medical practitioner at}son's and Arlis’s paleontological illustra- 
Lewes, was led to devote himself, with} tions; and among his early productions, a 


great natural enthusiasm, to the investiga- 


handsome quarto narrative, with portraits 


tion of the fossils of the Chalk and of the} of the ‘‘ Visit of William IV., and Queen 
Wealden of Sussex. Little attention had} Adelaide to the Ancient Borough of Lewes,” 
been excited among geologists to the won- } which included some original poetry. 


derful organic remains of this district, and 


Died in London, on the 22d of November, 


to a mind of his penetration and sagacity a} 1852, Samvet Merriman, M. D., at the ad- 
rich field presented itself for observation. In} vanced age of 89 years. 


1812-15, Dr. Mantell commenced forming, 
at Lewes, the magnificent collection of 1300 
specimens of fossil bones, which is now in 


To Readers and Correspondents.—We 


resume, in our present number, the re- 


the British Museum ; and in 1822 appeared { publication of the admirable work of Drs. 
his ‘‘ Fossils of the South Downs,” a large } Todd and Bowman on Physiological Anato- 
quarto work, with forty plates, engraved by} my. Such of our new subscribers as desire 
Mrs. Mantell, from drawings by the author. } to have the previous portion up to p. 552, can 
Another work was published by him about $ obtain it by remitting two dollars and a half 





the same time, entitled ‘‘The Fossils of 





to Messrs. Blanchard and Lea, Philadelphia. 











